
 
 

April 2020 Newsletter 

 
2020 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Apr. 4: Meeting cancelled due to Covid-19 

emergency. 

Apr.25-26: Japanese Garden Spring  

 Festival is cancelled. 

May 9: Smith Workshop- Deciduous trees. 

May 14-17: Lone Star Bonsai Federation 

 Convention. San Antonio. 

May 14-17: FWBS Annual Exhibit cancelled due to 

conflict with LSBF state convention 

June 13: Smith Workshop- Japanese Black Pine and 

Tropicals. 

July 11: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug. 8: How to pick the best pot to show off your 

tree. 

Sept. 12: TBD. Nomination Committee appointed. 

Oct. 10: TBD New officer slate presented. 

Nov.7-8th: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Nov. 14: Smith Workshop- Winter Work, all 

species. Vote on club officers for 2021-2022 

Dec. 12: Christmas Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Hello to all my fellow bonsai members for 

the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. Spring is usually 

one of the best times to gather with our fellow 

bonsai enthusiasts. Although; as all of you know we 

have been forced to cancel our April meeting due to 

the Covid-19 shelter in place orders.  FWBS 

continues to monitor the Covid-19 situation and will 

keep you posted on upcoming events as we learn 

more with this every changing environment. As of 

this writing the Forth Worth Botanical Gardens are 

closed through April 15th. (Spring Festival is now 

Cancelled) So as of now the Japanese Garden 

Spring Festival is still scheduled for the 25th and 

26th. The Bonsai convention is also still going ahead 

as scheduled.  

 Hopefully everyone has had more time to 

enjoy and work on their bonsai collections. I know I 

am looking forward to spending some more time 

relaxing working on some of my bonsai while we are 

sheltered in place. Now is a perfect time to spend 

some time on the FWBS website sharing bonsai 

related information with the club. Please visit our 

website and start posting some fun stuff you find on 

the internet. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 Remember to Mark your calendars for the 

2020 Bonsai Convention. The Vision 2020 

LSBF Bonsai Convention will be held in San 

Antonio May 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th. Drury Plaza 

Hotel San Antonio 820 North Loop 1604 East San 

Antonio, TX 78232  

Registration is currently going on 

at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-

bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539 you 

can also reserve a hotel room reservation 

at: https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newr

eservation/?groupno=2336927 

 On a final note it is with a heavy heart that I 

announce the passing of one of our fellow bonsai 

pioneers from North Texas. Ray Hernandez passed 

away March 6th. Ray was the owner of Bent Tree 

Bonsai and was a long time member of the Dallas 

Bonsai Society as well as the Fort Worth Bonsai 

Society. Ray was always willing to help a new 

member and share his bonsai knowledge. RIP my 

Bonsai Brother. 

Dan LeBlanc,  

FWBS President 

817-907-1398  

dan@callgenesis.com 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539
https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2336927
https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2336927
mailto:dan@callgenesis.com


 April Events 
By Roger Spohn  

Vice President/Program chairman 

 

April Meeting 

 Due to the COVID-19 situation our April 

meeting is canceled.  It was going to be a 

presentation by Will Baddeley who was going to 

show us how to work with damage to your trees.  We 

may try to get him back at a later date once the 

existing situation is over.   

Japanese Garden Spring Festival 

 (Spring Festival is now cancelled.) As of this 

writing the Spring Fest is still on.  However, as we 

all know, things may change.  We are keeping in 

touch with those in charge of the fest and we will 

inform everyone of any changes as they happen.   

 If you planned to show any of your trees at 

the fest please continue to work on them and get them 

ready so should the fest still go forward, we are ready 

to display them. 

 If you are babysitting some of the starter 

junipers we potted for sale, please keep them safe and 

we will let you know what to do with them as soon 

as we know. 

Stay Safe 

In the meantime, stay safe and follow all the rules 

and we will see you all at our future events as soon 

as they become available. 

 

March Meeting: Potting Workshop 
 The March meeting was a repotting 

workshop.  This gave everyone a chance to repot 

their own trees.  It was a learning experience for our 

newer members.  Assistance was given by our older 

members.  The help was well appreciated.   

 There were pots for sale that had been 

donated by a member who no longer was able to 

work on their own trees.  The money received will 

go into our bank account.  Estella also brought 

several dawn redwoods for sale.  She also had pots, 

tools and wire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the March 2020 Meeting 

of the Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
by Steven Hendricks, Secretary 

 

Dan LeBlanc (President) 

Dan opened the meeting with a recap of discussions 

that occurred at the recent annual business meeting. 

If you are not getting a newsletter let Steven 

Hendricks know. 

Gail Williams have donated all of her bonsai 

materials to the club. There was a large selection of 

pots at the meeting that were being sold cheap for the 

benefit of the members. 

Estella Flather will be scheduled to lead a beginners’ 

workshop. 

Mark Bynum has 10 Procumbens nana acquired at 

Larry Leone’s to be used in a workshop. 

Estella has a big slab that she could use for a 

demonstration with the finished grouping to be 

donated to the permanent display. 

We need to find a location for a dig next spring. 

Ni Guttenfelder is having chemo again and Jeffery is 

having neck surgery. Keep good thoughts for them. 

 

Roger Spohn (Vice President/Programs) 

The annual club show was cancelled for the year 

because of conflict with the LSBF State Convention 

in San Antonio. Rescheduling the show was not 

possible. 

Springfest is coming up in April. Groom your trees 

to be ready. 

Soil for the meeting is provided courtesy of Gail 

Williams’ donation. 

Mark Bynum (Treasurer) 

The LSBF Convention is coming up on May 14 - 17. 

The Japanese Gardens is provisionally offering the 

club the use of half of the front entrance courtyard 

for us to set up our tree display. The now unused 

ticket booth may also be available for our use. 

There have been three provisional promises of 

donations totaling $60K to help set up the display. 

 

Show & Tell 

Scott Rae brought in a blooming Japanese wisteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Japanese Garden 

Bonsai Collection 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

  

 Due to the shutdown of the Fort Worth 

Botanical Gardens, the bonsai exhibit has been put 

on hiatus until further notice.  We will be ready to set 

up trees just as soon as the Japanese Garden opens 

again. 

 That does not mean, however, that we are not 

working on the collection!  On March 10, 2020, I dug 

this Cedrus from the JG very close to the pavilion 

where our Spring and Fall public exhibit has been for 

many years.  It was next to a rock and a little difficult 

to dig, but I think that it will survive, giving it a 

60/40% chance.  Tree measures: 3.5” diameter, 32” 

long, 14” ht. after spindly and crossing branch 

removal. About 50% of the foliage mass was 

removed. 

 Nick, lead gardener of the JG, believes this to 

be an Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica) native to the 

Atlas Mountains of Morocco. It is one of the true 

cedars. 

 

 
Cedrus in the ground at the JG 

 

 
Not much root system, but I did nick the major roots 

and the base of the tree, applied root hormone, and 

planted with sifted sphagnum moss to keep the areas 

moist.  Hopefully we will get plenty of new roots soon 

 

 
Root zone was soaked in Super Thrive for 1 hour 

 

 
Planted and tied down in mostly pumice material. 

Leave for 2 years to develop fine root structure. 



In Memory of Ray Hernandez: 

From Steven Hendricks via the Dallas 

club. 

    
 

                         
 
 We have received the sad news that a long 

time friend of BSD (and FW Bonsai Society, ed.), 

Ray Hernandez, has passed.  We received from his 

daughters the following link for his visitation and 

funeral.  The link also allows people to leave 

messages so if you could take the time to provide 

some memories that you have, that would be 

appreciated.  

 

Raymond Hernandez Obituary - Dallas, TX 

APRIL BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Due to health reasons John is not going to be able to 

continue writing his bonsai care series. I am reprinting 

his articles from 2015.) 

 

Although the average last freeze in Dallas-Ft 

Worth is in the last part of March, you should remember 

that it is an average--half the time it will occur later. And 

a frost can occur at temperatures well above 32, especially 

on a calm clear pre-dawn.  A light cover will usually 

protect them from frost. 

Repotting of deciduous trees should be pretty 

much over.  Some slow species like oaks may be slow in 

coming out and could be repotted.  Broad leaved 

evergreens, such as the hollies and dwarf yaupon, usually 

start growth a little later and may still be repotted when 

their buds swell.  Conifers and other evergreens should be 

in active growth and therefore not repotted.  Newly 

repotted trees should not be wired until they show they 

have recovered. 

Any trees that have wire on them should be 

watched very closely during the spring flush of growth.  

Branches and twigs can expand pretty rapidly and result 

in the wire cutting into the branch.  Watch especially the 

junction of the branch with the trunk or with a larger 

branch.  Remove the wire if it is cutting into the branch 

and rewire if needed. 

Be sure to check your soils each day for proper 

water content.  It is easy to assume that the soil has plenty 

of water when the days are cool or there has been some 

rain.  It’s too easy for a tree with full leaves to shed water 

outside of the pot or a good sun and low humidity after a 

front to dry the soil.  I suggest that you remove most of 

the moss so that you can see and feel the soil in order to 

determine how dry it is.  (Moss growing on the trunk or 

roots will cause the bark to rot also)  An automatic 

watering system will be an aid but you should not rely on 

it to replace hand watering.  Hand watering allows you to 

adjust the watering for each tree individually. 

Most trees will do good in the full sun at this time 

of year.  However, if you have had them in partial shade 

be careful about taking them directly to full sun.  They 

should be acclimated gradually.  

General care for all species is pretty much the 

same at this time.  Feed, prune, and look out for insects 

and other pathogens.   

What kind of fertilizer you use is not as important 

as that you use it right.  Plants would like a small amount 

of nourishment to be available all the time.  For bonsai, 

the best way to supply it is by using organic fertilizer 

cakes on the surface.  They release nutrients each time you 

water and are held by the particles such as pumice to be 

used all day.  Water soluble fertilizers are fairly good but 

the next watering will wash the remaining nutrients out.  

You would have to water with it daily using a very dilute 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/dallas-tx/raymond-hernandez-9082507


solution.  Some organic fertilizers like bat guano or 

chicken manure release too much nutrients at once (are 

too hot). Many lawn and garden fertilizers are the same.  

Whichever you use be sure to follow directions. 

Feeding needs to be done judicially.  A lot of 

nitrogen will push the new flush of growth too much but 

with no fertilizer you will get foliage with poor color that 

lasts all year.  The organic fertilizer balls are the best 

solution.  You can add a few at the start and increase them 

as the foliage matures.  If you use chemicals be sure to 

follow directions and too use them lightly at first.  Also 

be sure to get a brand with the minor elements listed.  

Commercial water soluble fertilizers wash out with the 

next watering and result in poorly fed pale bonsai. 

Whether you use the organic or chemical spray, 

the trick is to be sure to thoroughly cover the plant 

including all the leaf axils.  Use a hand or pump up sprayer 

to get a fine mist spray to cover all surfaces, a hose end 

sprayer does not cover good enough.  You need to apply 

when the insects are moving.  Those like scale and 

bagworm are very impervious to sprays when the adult 

has formed their protection, the scale covering or the bag.  

This may mean you have to use the spray on a regular 

schedule. 

Fungal diseases develop during warm humid 

weather.  Too much foliage misting can do it also if the 

leaves stay damp very long.  One of the most prevalent 

fungus is leaf spot which will hit several kinds of plants 

especially elms, hollies, and roses.  Organic control 

consists of spraying with baking soda.  A 1% solution of 

Hydrogen Peroxide can be used except on very young 

foliage which may be sensitive to it. 

Remember when pruning that there is no one-

size-fits-all, even on the same species.  First of all, 

formation pruning is when you are doing the initial styling 

of the tree. In most cases you are trying to grow new 

branches requiring you to have the branches grow long.  

After the tree has been styled, you then need to do 

ramification pruning to develop twiginess and a patina of 

old age.  To properly prune you need to know how they 

grow and to remember that new twigs, even in the far 

future, break from the internodes so keep them short. 

On elms and other trees with leaves appearing 

alternately down the shoot, the first leaves are smaller and 

internodes short.  As the shoot grows, leaves get larger 

and the internodes get wider. For developmental you can 

let these branches grow long to get thick and then cut 

back, leaving a few short internodes to sprout future 

branches, and regrow.  For ramification let grow to 4-5 

leaves and trim the last two.  Repeat on the new twigs.   

On maples and others with leaves coming in pairs 

on opposite sides of the twig, the bud send out a stalk with 

two leaves on the end.  The length of this stalk will be the 

first internode.  As the leaves open a new growing tip 

emerges and this process continues.  As the new tip 

elongates the first stalk keeps elongating also until the 

third new tip breaks.  This creates long internodes on the 

developing branch.  If the second tip is removed as soon 

as it emerges the first stalk stops growing and two new 

twigs will develop from the first set of leaves.   

For formation pruning on opposite leaved 

species, you must work to get short internodes near the 

trunk then later let the branch grow for thickening.  After 

the first set of leaves emerges, pinch the tip of the next set 

of leaves before they actually become leaves.  Pointed 

tweezers are the best tool for this job as you want to get 

the growth when it just starts to emerge.  Use this same 

technique through three sets of leaves, after which you 

can let the newly created branches grow to thicken. Each 

pinch results in two new leaf sets, creating shorter nodes 

to generate future branches.  When the desired primary 

and secondary branches have been grown, the 

ramification is achieved by pinching the tip from each set 

of leaves as it grows thereby doubling the number of twigs 

each time.  This can be a big job on a large maple, but is 

necessary to get the desired result. 

 

Meeting information: 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

Club Officers: 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Member at Large: Scott Dienell 

 cheddar56789@hotmail.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather       

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  
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Members Emeritus:  

Certain members of the Fort Worth Bonsai Society have 

given so much of their time and effort to the support of 

our club that they are recognized with the designation of 

“Member Emeritus”.    

  

Ted Guyger  199? 

John Miller  199? 

Estella Flather  2006 

Joe Andrews  2020 

Steven Hendricks 2020 

 


